
 

                            
 

 

 

       

Success Story 

 

Zambia’s Budget Committee Improves Scrutiny of Budget Allocations to Health and 

Agricultural Sectors 

February 2021 - The National Assembly of Zambia Standing Orders provide for the Budget 

Estimates, after presentation by the Minister of Finance, to be subjected to detailed scrutiny 

by the Expanded Budget Committee. The 10-day process, however, is often inadequate to 

analyse all the various sectors of the economy.  

With support from ActionAid Zambia, through the PSA Alliance, the Expanded Budget 

Committee was able to scrutinise, in detail, the budget allocations towards two sectors in the 

2021 Budget – Agriculture and Health – in addition to other sectors. The scrutiny of the 

agriculture and health sector budgets was thorough, as demonstrated by the following: 

1) A consultant was specifically engaged to assist the Committee examine the allocations 

towards the two sectors. An analytical report was presented to the Committee at the 

commencement of the meetings; 

2) The consultant also assisted the Committee to analyse other submissions concerning 

the two sectors; and 

3) The consultant helped to identify issues of concern, which the Committee then raised 

with the Minister of Health and the Minister of Agriculture when they appeared before 

the Committee.  

4) Mr Ponde Chunga Mecha, MP requested a brief on budget allocation on Agriculture 

Extension Service 2017-2020 (see table below for analysis) for use to debate on the 

floor of the house, after a training by ActionAid Zambia.  

5) Mr Mwansa Mbulakulima, requested for a brief on the budget allocation on Smart 

Zambia for use on the floor of the house. 

The National Assembly is reviewing the budget approval process to include, among other 

aspects, sector budget analysis. 

 

 

 

For more information on Partnership for Social Accountability (PSA) Alliance,’ visit 

http://copsam.com/psa/, or email psaalliance@actionaid.org. 

 

To follow the PSA Alliance on Twitter or Facebook – see @PSAAlliance. 
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