
 

                            
 

 

Success Story 

 

Regional media awards inspire social accountability reporting in southern Africa  

August 2021 - The 2021 recipients of the Highway Africa / PSA Alliance Regional Media 

Awards for Social Accountability Reporting highlighted that the award and grant motivated 

them to write and publish more stories on social accountability reporting. Their recognition 

also encouraged their colleagues and editors to pay attention and invest resources in 

investigative stories related to HIV and sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) and 

food security.  

Malawian journalist Josephine Chinele, a 2018 and 2021 award winner, stated that: 

“The feedback that I got from the readers encouraged me to report more on social 

accountability issues and even going beyond that. I was motivated through this award to be 

part of the solution by influencing some of the policies concerning adolescent girls and young 

women (AGYW) through HIV prevention advocacy. The following year, 2019 I won an HIV 

prevention advocacy fellowship funded by AVAC.” 

Another alumnus stated that their 

reporting on social accountability 

issues gave governing bodies an 

inside perceptive at some of the 

challenges that communities were 

facing. This meant that the 

government could move swiftly and 

channel resources accordingly to 

address some of the challenges. 

However, some of the alumni of the 

awards – who preferred to remain 

anonymous – stated that investigative 

stories on social accountability issues 

are time-intensive and often require 

financial resources that are not 

available in their newsrooms. The awardees also stated that reporting on social accountability 

issues at times involves investigating maladministration, corruption, and negligence, which 

can lead to journalists being targeted for intimidation and harassment as a way of silencing 

them; at times this has even led to discouragement within their own media outlets.  

A recording of the 2021 ceremony can be accessed here. 

For more information on Partnership for Social Accountability (PSA) Alliance,’ visit 

http://copsam.com/psa/, or email psaalliance@actionaid.org. 

 

To follow the PSA Alliance on Twitter or Facebook – see @PSAAlliance. 

Malawian journalist Josephine Chinele (bottom) speaks after 

receiving an award during the virtual 2021 awards ceremony. 
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